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PREVIOUS APPOINTMENTS:
Consultant Neurosurgeon and Spinal Surgeon,
The Royal Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Trust, Birmingham

Consultant Neurosurgeon,
University Hospitals NHS Trust, Birmingham

Senior Clinical Lecturer,
The University of Birmingham

Honorary Consultant Neurosurgeon,
West Midlands Regional Health Authority

Honorary Consultant Neurosurgeon,
The Birmingham Children’s Hospital

Responsible Officer,
The Royal Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Trust

Clinical Director of Workforce & Regulation
The Royal Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Trust

POSITIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY:

Chairman of Regional Training Program Committee for Neurosurgery

Royal College Regional Specialty Representative for Neurosurgery

Chairman of Trustees, Cervical Spine Research Society
President, Cervical Spine Research Society

Chairman of Education and Research Committee, Cervical Spine Research Society

Treasurer, Cervical Spine Research Society

Spinal Specialty advisor to NICE

British Standards Institute Advisor for spinal surgical devices

MHRA - BOA Advisor for cervical implants and artificial discs.

British Spinal Societies Executive Officer

President, British Cervical Spine Society
Secretary, British Cervical Spine Society

Scientific Advisor, Sandwell District Ethical Committee



MEMBERSHIP OF SPECIALIST SOCIETIES:

Society of British Neurological Surgeons
British Association of Spinal Surgeons
British Scoliosis Society

Cervical Spine Research Society

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE:

| took up appointment as a Consultant Neurosurgeon and Senior Clinical Lecturer in
Neurosurgery in Birmingham in 1992. For a number of years my neurosurgical practice
included all aspects of Neurosurgery. | developed a particular interest in intracranial
skull base tumours, posterior circulation aneurysm surgery and complex spinal surgery.
My clinical responsibilities also included the care of head and spinal injuries. Like most
other neurosurgeons appointed at that time | undertook nearly every aspect of the
specialty mainly in adults but to a lesser extent in children. | was Chairman of the
Neurosurgical training programme in the West Midlands region and the Royal College
Regional representative for Neurosurgery.

In the late 1990’s as increasing sub-specialisation occurred in neurosurgery, | increased
my interest in spinal surgery providing an emergency and elective spinal service for a
wide range of spinal conditions including degenerative, infective, tumour and congenital
pathologies. Specialist services | provided have included treatment of
intradural/intramedullary spinal lesions, cranio-cervical, and syringomyelia surgery. |
held a mainly adult practice but have treated children from infancy through to
adolescence. | have not offered any independent practice in paediatric scoliosis surgery
but occasionally assisted specialist colleagues with their patients.

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE:

When | was a Medical Research Council Training Fellow, | developed an animal model
of subarachnoid haemorrhage and undertook experimental studies upon the changes in
arteries and blood flow to the brain following bleeding about the brain. This resulted in a
number of publications and citations in scientific journals and learned presentations.
Other early scientific interests and clinical publications were upon salt and water
regulation in neurosurgery, hydrocephalus following brain haemorrhage, growth factors
and post traumatic neural injury repair and regeneration.

Later publications have been in the clinical practice of spinal surgery and spinal
biomechanics. A particular interest has been the spinal intervertebral disc and its
degenerative changes with age and injury which led to me setting up a biomechanical
research laboratory using cadaveric and artificial spine models. This resulted in several
publications upon stresses in intervertebral discs and to the development of a novel
design for a spinal intervertebral disc replacement. | have had a lifelong interest in
hands-on teaching of other surgeons, demonstrating the operative approaches to the
spine at cadaveric workshops both nationally and internationally.



MEDICOLEGAL EXPERIENCE:

| began medico-legal work and providing medical reports soon after becoming a
Consultant Neurosurgeon in 1992. Initially | received and provided reports for litigation
in cases of personal injury causing head and spine injury. As my experience and years
in service as a Consultant Neurosurgeon grew, | was instructed in more complex
personal injury claims and in clinical negligence work. The majority of the cases | am
now instructed upon involve cases of catastrophic injury, high value, and negligence
claims. | accept equally both claimant and defendant instructions.
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THESIS SUPERVISOR/EXAMINER:

Clinical Supervisor “Fatigue Testing of Spinal Implants” S C Bellamy. School of
Manufacturing and Mechanical Engineering, University of Birmingham.1999

Clinical Supervisor to final year MSc project “Biomechanical test comparison of Anterior
Cervical Plate Fixation Systems.” S C Bellamy. School of Manufacturing and Mechanical
Engineering, University of Birmingham. 2000

Clinical Supervisor to MD Thesis “Biomechanical Assessment of Cervical Disc Surgery
and the Effects of an Artificial Disc Replacement.” J. Yeh, University of Birmingham.
2001

Clinical Supervisor to MD Thesis “Biomechanical and Clinical Assessment of an
Artificial Disc Replacement.” C. Whitfield, University of Birmingham. 2002

Clinical Supervisor to MSc Orth.Eng. Project “ Design and Testing of a Jig for Torsional
Testing of Lumbar Calf Spine Segments that have Undergone Experimental Posterior
Lumbar Interbody Fusion.” A Temple, University of Cardiff. 2002

Clinical Supervisor to MSc Orth.Eng. Project. L Brakewell, University of Cardiff. 2002



External Examiner to PhD Thesis “The Design and Testing of Elastomeric Prosthetic
Lumbar Intervertebral Discs.” C J Reah, University of Manchester. 2003

Clinical Supervisor “Anterior & Posterior Lumbar Interbody Fusion Devices- literature
review and mechanical testing” J S Currell. Biomedical Engineering Degree, University
of Birmingham. 2003

External Examiner to PhD Thesis “The Development of an Artificial Lumbar Intervertebral
Disk.” Edward R S Ross, University of Manchester.2009

PATENTS HELD:

U.S Patent Anterior osteosynthesis plate for lumbar vertebrae or sacral lumbar
6565571 vertebrae and instrument. May 20, 2003

The invention relates to an anterior osteosynthesis plate for lumbar-lumbar or lumbar-
sacral vertebrae.

U.S Patent Prosthetic disc replacement implant. July 25, 2000
6093205

The invention relates to a prosthesis for the replacement of an intervertebral disc of the
spine comprises a block of an elastomeric material, which is held under compression by
an encapsulating textile fabric.
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